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�The great thing about 
traditional buildings is that they 
are very forgiving�
�ANON











������

���	�
��
����
 

H I S T O R I C 
B U I L D I N G S 
C O N S U L T A N C Y 

Lessons learnt
from
building conservation

� Damage caused by well-intentioned repairs
� Need to adopt an informed approach
� Understand the building
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These old buildings do not belong to us only … they have 
belonged to our forefathers and they will belong to our 
descendants unless we play them false. They are not …our 
property to do as we like with. We are only trustees for 
those that come after us.

William Morris, 1889
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Presentation Contents

� Why bother with traditional buildings?
� Different approaches
� Setting targets
� Case Study
� Improvements
� Worked example
� Feedback & discussion
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Why bother?

� It is estimated that two thirds of the 2050 
building stock exists today

� 20.8% of the dwelling stock in 2001 was built 
before 1918

� Of pre-1918 stock about 25% is listed or 
within conservation areas
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Why bother?

� Improvements to 20.8% of the dwelling stock 
can make a significant contribution

� Aim to make it a long-term contribution
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Why are older buildings 
different?

� Design and materials
� Performance
� Cultural Value
� Legal Protection
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Traditional performance 
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Traditional performance 


